
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

EASTERN DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS 

DELTA DIVISION 

BRADLEY DEATON 

and RAYMOND HATTEN 

v. CASE NO. 2:23-CV-00120-BSM 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

PLAINTIFFS 

DEFENDANT 

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

Bradley Deaton and Raymond Hatten suffered injuries that landed them in the 

Regional One trauma center in Memphis, Tennessee. Their injuries occurred while serving 

as deck hands on the John T. Janoush ("John T."), which was attempting to navigate through 

the lock at dam number four on the Arkansas River. Deaton and Hatten were struck by a line 

that snapped. Both men had to be lifted from a barge in a make-shift basket and transported 

to the hospital by ambulance. 

Deaton and Hatten are suing the United States Army Corps of Engineers for 

negligently operating the lock. The United States filed a third-party claim against plaintiffs' 

employer, Jantran, Inc., for providing inadequate lines to plaintiffs and for failing to properly 

train them. 

Having conducted a seven-day trial and listened to 24 witnesses who generated more 

than 1800 pages of testimony, the negligence causing Deaton's and Hatten's injuries is 

apportioned as follows: forty-five percent to the Corps of Engineers and fifty-five percent 

to Hatten. 
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